
Tuesday, August 31, 2021

SBC 2021 First Annual Member Awards 
Nomination

The Safer Buildings Coalition wishes to recognize outstanding member products and projects 
through a new juried evaluation.

About the Safe Inside Product and Project of the Year Awards Program

SBC's Safe Inside Product of the Year award recognizes new products in the in-building public 
safety communications market. 

This program will provide SBC’s audience with information about the top new product in their 
�elds. 

SBC's Safe Inside Project of the Year award recognizes outstanding projects in the in-building 
public safety communications market.

This program will spotlight projects for their impact, quality of workmanship, innovation, and 
contribution to reducing noise and interference.

2021 Program Schedule
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August 1: Entries open
Sept 1: Entry deadline
Sept 27th: Finalists announced @ SBC Member's Dinner
October 25th: Winners noti�ed
Nov 10th: Winners Announced @ IWCE In-Building Forum

Rules:

1. Entries may be submitted by SBC Current Member Organizations only.
2. You may submit a Product, a Project, or both.
3. One entry per category per member organization.
4. Entries must be submitted on behalf of the original manufacturer or project system integrator, and not on behalf of

another organization.
5. Entries will be screened for compliance to rules.
6. All entries that meet eligibility requirements are 
7. All information requested must be provided. An incomplete form or a form providing misleading or false information

will result in disquali�cation.
8. An authorized representative of the member organizaiton must complete the entry form verifying all information.
9. SBC will convene a cross-functional panel of its choosing to judge the entries.

10. Entry Fee: Waived for 2021

Eligibility requirements

Products entered into the 2021 program must meet the following criteria:

1. Products must speci�cally pertain to the in-building public safety market.
2. Products should demonstrate an innovation that furthers the mission of making buildings Safer Inside.
3. Products must have been made �rst available for purchase in the North American market between August 1, 2020,

and August 1, 2021.
4. If the entry is a new version of a previously available product, the entry must represent a major modi�cation or

redesign of the product.
5. New versions of software must offer new capabilities and signi�cant enhancements.
6. Products must be available for purchase in the United States.

All information �elds on the entry form are completed and accurate regarding the product and the manufacturer.

Projects entered into the 2021 program must meet the following criteria:

1. Projects must have been completed in the North American market between August 1, 2020, and August 1, 2021.
2. Projects must speci�cally pertain to the in-building public safety market.
3. Projects should demonstrate their impact, quality of workmanship, innovation, and contribution to reducing noise

and interference.

How to Enter:

Use the form below to submit your entry(s).

Submitter Veri�cation

This information is necessary to ensure each Organization makes no more than one nomination
per category

Name Scott Gregory

Email scott.gregory@�plex.com
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Your Organization Fiplex Communications

Your Title Marketing Specialist

Product Nomination

Name of Product Fiplex FLEX In-building Public Safety Platform

Date �rst available in the North 
American Market

Friday, January 1, 2021

Product Description Fiplex FLEX is a software enabled, 700/800 and VHF/UHF in-
building public safety ERRCs platform supporting BDA and 
DAS deployments through a common hardware and 
software architecture.  The industry unique FLEX Platform is 
comprehensive and today includes Actives, Passives, 
Battery Backup, Alarming Annunciators and Professional 
Services options. The platform boasts unique �exibility that 
enables common hardware form factors to be con�gured as 
BDA or DAS master units, remotes, and hybrid 
master/remote functionality.  Additionally, the platform wide, 
Fiplex Control Software, drives more �exibility by enabling 
the post sales or deployment con�guration of frequencies, 
class, power options, �lters and more.   The FLEX platform 
is also deployed by Honeywell’s Building Technologies Fire 
Safety division, under their Noti�er, Gamewell and Farenhyte 
brands. 

Please describe the innovative nature 
of this product

Fiplex FLEX is the industry’s first platform based solution 
that recognizes and addresses the need to accelerate 
ERRCs deployments, and to do so with an any building, any 
jurisdiction, and any configuration   platform based strategy, 
leveraging the latest technology, to remove barriers that 
impede the growth of the market’s installer base and meet 
the undeniable need to rapidly scale deployments.  The FLEX
platform is the answer to decades of evolving code 
requirements and the elevating complexity associated with 
today’s deployments. FLEX is engineered to meet or exceed 
all code and industry standard requirements while reducing 
complexity, delivering mission critical performance and 
most importantly, creating better business opportunities for 
Life Safety solution providers, RF system integrators as well 
as building owners and AHJs.  

There are three innovative elements to the FLEX platform 
approach:  First is to address the increasing RF challenges 
of Public Safety deployments with innovative functionality 
and powerful installation and management tools.  FLEX 
solutions provide fail safe Automatic Gain Control per 
Channel / per Timeslot to address macro-network crippling 
Uplink Noise and dangerous Near/far. Additional 
configuration options address system survivability and 
automatic monitoring through the intuitive Fiplex Control 
Software GUI.  This includes isolation and oscillation
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 mitigation, environmental monitoring, and post deployment 
configuration ability to ensure the solution remains in 
service and performs as required.     Second, is the solution 
flexibility.  The FLEX platform boasts unique flexibility that 
enables common hardware form factors to be configured as 
BDA or DAS master units, remotes and hybrid 
master/remote functionality.  Additionally, the platform 
wide, Fiplex Control Software, drives deployment and field 
flexibility by enabling post sales or in-field configuration of 
frequencies, class, power options filters and more …   

The software defined configuration of each chassis enables 
integrators to stock inventory and deploy as needed to 
reduce lead-times and allocate inventory to meet growing 
market demand.  Integrators are never stuck with miss-
configured gear and can insure proper performance with in-
field tuning.  The platform includes plug and play backup 
battery units that take minutes to install and cable.  Third is 
the unique blend of code and standard compliance with the 
emphasis on better business. Fiplex engineers work not only
to develop leading RF technology, but to innovate ways to 
save time and money.  The simple yet powerful on-board 
spectrum analyzer, installed on every chassis, is just one 
example of how FLEX streamlines the installation and 
commissioning effort.    There are millions of buildings and 
venues that today are left to chance, a chance that a First 
Responder’s radio will work inside of a building and a 
chance it won’t. The Fiplex FLEX platform is an approach to 
ensure the chance it won’t is exponentially reduced, and 
sooner than later.    

Web link to product page (if any) https://�plex.com/�ex-in-building-solution/

Project Nomination

Name of Project Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport: Ensuring Mission-
Critical Communications at the Nation’s Fourth Largest
Airport

Date completed in the North American 
Market

Sunday, August 1, 2021

Project Description It has been observed that when first-response efforts have 
gone awry, communications difficulties almost always are 
cited as a contributing factor. To be sure, indoor mission-
critical communications is an imperative – especially at the 
nation’s fourth-largest airport which requires a state-of-the-
art system designed and deployed at scale and, most 
importantly, to the highest standards.   

Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport is a massive, 
complex and highly-visible transport hub where public-safety 
and critical communication is as challenging as it is 
paramount. DFW operates 24/7, spans 27 square miles, 
serves over 75 million passengers annually, employs over
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 60 thousand workers and has its own police, fire and 
special services departments.

Please describe the innovative nature 
of this project

Fiplex was selected in early 2021 as the Public-Safety DAS 
(Distributed Antenna System) component of an expansive 
critical communications deployment by DFW’s Information 
Technology Management, the prime contractor for the 
project, EF Johnson, and DFW’s independent engineering 
consulting �rm, Trott Communications Group. The scope of 
the project comprises a full rip-and-replace of an incumbent 
vendor’s public-safety network in Terminals A, B, C, D and E 
as well as “green�eld” deployments in the new Integrated 
Operations Center (IOC) and the future Terminal F. 
 
The Fiplex solution provides quad-band coverage including 
VHF and UHF for airport interoperability and 700 and 800 
public-safety bands. The network architecture consists of 
approximately 25 5W remotes units which are fed by two 
head-end units which provide redundancy to ensure uptime 
reliability and, also, deliver uplink channel control to manage 
high radio tra�c should any security events arise within the 
airport. The complete system is monitored by the Fiplex 
Network Management System or FOMS which equips 
stakeholders with a sophisticated and complete view of the 
health of all the components that comprise the system and 
the ability to quickly pinpoint and resolve issues.  
 
Fiplex performed the iBwave design and led the subsequent 
system and engineering design. REAL Networks is 
spearheading the installation. 

I attest that I am authorized to submit 
on behalf of my organization

Attest
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